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that cannot be perceived at a normal
level of awareness.

[T.D. 6521, 25 FR 13859, Dec. 29, 1960, as
amended by T.D. ATF–180, 49 FR 31675, Aug.
8, 1984; T.D. ATF 280, 54 FR 3594, Jan. 25, 1989;
T.D. ATF–339, 58 FR 21232, Apr. 19, 1993]

§ 7.55 Comparative advertising.
(a) General. Comparative advertising

shall not be disparaging of a competi-
tor’s product.

(b) Taste tests. (1) Taste test results
may be used in advertisements compar-
ing competitors’ products unless they
are disparaging, deceptive, or likely to
mislead the consumer.

(2) The taste test procedure used
shall meet scientifically accepted pro-
cedures. An example of a scientifically
accepted procedure is outlined in the
Manual on Sensory Testing Methods,
ASTM Special Technical Publication
434, published by the American Society
for Testing and Materials, 1916 Race
Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
19103, ASTM, 1968, Library of Congress
Catalog Card Number 68–15545.

(3) A statement shall appear in the
advertisement providing the name and
address of the testing administrator.

[T.D. ATF–180, 49 FR 31676, Aug. 8, 1984]

Subpart G—General Provisions
§ 7.60 Exports.

This part shall not apply to malt bev-
erages exported in bond.

Subpart H—Interim Regulations for
Alcoholic Content Statements

§ 7.71 Alcoholic content.
(a) General. Alcoholic content and the

percentage and quantity of the original
gravity or extract may be stated on a
label unless prohibited by State law.
When alcoholic content is stated, and
the manner of statement is not re-
quired under State law, it shall be stat-
ed as prescribed in paragraph (b) of this
section.

(b) Form of statement. (1) Statement of
alcoholic content shall be expressed in
percent alcohol by volume, and not by
percent by weight, proof, or by maxi-
mums or minimums.

(2) For malt beverages containing 0.5
percent or more alcohol by volume,

statements of alcoholic content shall
be expressed to the nearest one-tenth
of a percent, subject to the tolerance
permitted by paragraph (c) (1) and (2)
of this section. For malt beverages con-
taining less than 0.5 percent alcohol by
volume, alcoholic content may be ex-
pressed in one-hundredths of a percent,
subject to the tolerance permitted in
paragraph (c)(3) of this section.

(3) Alcoholic content shall be ex-
pressed in the following fashion: ‘‘alco-
hol—percent by volume,’’ ‘‘alcohol by
volume—percent,’’ ‘‘—percent alcohol
by volume,’’ or ‘‘—percent alcohol/vol-
ume.’’ The abbreviations ‘‘alc’’ and
‘‘vol’’ may be used in lieu of the words
‘‘alcohol’’ and ‘‘volume,’’ and the sym-
bol ‘‘%’’ may be used in lieu of the
word ‘‘percent.’’

(c) Tolerances. (1) For malt beverages
containing 0.5 percent or more alcohol
by volume, a tolerance of 0.3 percent
will be permitted, either above or
below the stated percentage of alcohol.
Any malt beverage which is labeled as
containing 0.5 percent or more alcohol
by volume may not contain less than
0.5 percent alcohol by volume, regard-
less of any tolerance.

(2) For malt beverages which are la-
beled as ‘‘low alcohol’’ or ‘‘reduced al-
cohol’’ under paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion, the actual alcoholic content may
not equal or exceed 2.5 percent alcohol
by volume, regardless of any tolerance
permitted by paragraph (c)(1) of this
section.

(3) For malt beverages containing
less than 0.5 percent alcohol by vol-
ume, the actual alcoholic content may
not exceed the labeled alcoholic con-
tent. A malt beverage may not be la-
beled with an alcoholic content of 0.0
percent alcohol by volume unless it is
also labeled as ‘‘alcohol free’’ and con-
tains no alcohol.

(d) Low alcohol and reduced alcohol.
The terms ‘‘low alcohol’’ or ‘‘reduced
alcohol’’ may be used only on malt bev-
erages containing less than 2.5 percent
alcohol by volume.

(e) Non-alcoholic. The term ‘‘non-alco-
holic’’ may be used on malt beverages,
provided the statement ‘‘contains less
than 0.5 percent (or .5%) alcohol by vol-
ume’’ appears in direct conjunction
with it, in readily legible printing and
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on a completely contrasting back-
ground.

(f) Alcohol free. The term ‘‘alcohol
free’’ may be used only on malt bev-
erages containing no alcohol.

[T.D. ATF–339, 58 FR 21232, Apr. 19, 1993]

PART 8—EXCLUSIVE OUTLETS

Subpart A—Scope of Regulations

Sec.
8.1 General.
8.2 Territorial extent.
8.3 Application.
8.4 Jurisdictional limits.
8.5 Administrative provisions.

Subpart B—Definitions

8.11 Meaning of terms.

Subpart C—Prohibited Practices

8.21 General.
8.22 Contracts to purchase distilled spirits,

wine, or malt beverages.
8.23 Third party arrangements.

Subpart D—Exclusion

8.51 Exclusion, in general.
8.52 Practices which result in exclusion.
8.53 Practice not resulting in exclusion.
8.54 Criteria for determining retailer inde-

pendence.

AUTHORITY: 15 U.S.C. 49–50; 27 U.S.C. 202
and 205; 44 U.S.C. 3504(h).

SOURCE: T.D. ATF–74, 45 FR 63256, Sept. 23,
1980, unless otherwise noted.

Subpart A—Scope of Regulations

§ 8.1 General.

The regulations in this part, issued
pursuant to section 105 of the Federal
Alcohol Administration Act (27 U.S.C.
205), specify arrangements which are
exclusive outlets under section 105(a) of
the Act and criteria for determining
whether a practice is a violation of sec-
tion 105(a) of the Act. This part does
not attempt to enumerate all of the
practices prohibited by section 105(a) of
the Act. Nothing in this part shall op-
erate to exempt any person from the
requirements of any State law or regu-
lation.

[T.D. ATF–364, 60 FR 20425, Apr. 26, 1995]

§ 8.2 Territorial extent.
This part applies to the several

States of the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.

§ 8.3 Application.
(a) General. This part applies only to

transactions between industry mem-
bers and retailers. It does not apply to
transactions between two industry
members; for example, between a pro-
ducer and a wholesaler.

(b) Transactions involving State agen-
cies. The regulations in this part apply
only to transactions between industry
members and State agencies operating
as retailers as defined in this part. The
regulations do not apply to State agen-
cies with regard to their wholesale
dealings with retailers.

§ 8.4 Jurisdictional limits.
(a) General. The regulations in this

part apply where:
(1) The industry member requires, by

agreement or otherwise, a retailer to
purchase distilled spirits, wine, or malt
beverages from such industry member
to the exclusion in whole or in part of
products sold or offered for sale by
other persons in interstate or foreign
commerce; and

(2) If: (i) The requirement is made in
the course of interstate or foreign com-
merce; or

(ii) The industry member engages in
the practice of using a requirement to
such an extent as substantially to re-
strain or prevent transactions in inter-
state or foreign commerce in any such
products; or

(iii) The direct effect of the require-
ment is to prevent, deter, hinder, or re-
strict other persons from selling or of-
fering for sale any such products to
such retailer in interstate or foreign
commerce.

(b) Malt beverages. In the case of malt
beverages, this part applies to trans-
actions between a retailer in any State
and a brewer, importer, or wholesaler
of malt beverages inside or outside
such State only to the extent that the
law of such State imposes require-
ments similar to the requirements of
section 5(a) of the Federal Alcohol Ad-
ministration Act (27 U.S.C. 205(a)),
with respect to similar transactions be-
tween a retailer in such State and a
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